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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) highlight that for development to be sustainable it must be resilient to risks, including those from climate change. 
SDG 13 on Climate Change is a critical agenda in this regard. The nexus of climate change to poverty reduction and other development goals under the SDGs is vital.










The SDG-Climate Nexus




SDG 13 Climate Change
standalone goal with targets to support resilience of all Goals
SDG 1 Poverty
SDG 5 Gender Equality
SDG 10 Reducing Inequality
SDG 7 Energy

SDG 6 Water






This is especially important to note as SDG 13’s targets mostly focus on adaptation and resilience.
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The SDG Climate Nexus

SDGs call for a more integrated approach to manage inter-connected risks between social, economic and environmental pillars of the new development agenda. Integrated approaches are at the core of the new SDG implementation agenda.
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UNDP Strategic Plan (2014-2018)
UNDP’s vision is that communities and nations are able to protect their lives and livelihoods from the impact of climate change and disasters, and that the drivers of climate change are mitigated through more sustainable use of energy. Climate change, sustainable energy and risk reduction are not stand-alone endeavors, but pursued as a core element of UNDP’s overarching development vision focused on combatting poverty and social vulnerability. 

VISION
Combatting 
Poverty and Social Vulnerability
3 AREAS OF WORK
A) TRANSFORM ECONOMIES TO BECOME INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE
B) ENABLE DEMOCRACY TO DELIVER DEVELOPMENT DIVIDENDS
C) MANAGE CLIMATE AND DISASTER RISKS FOR RESILIENCE







UNDP Climate Change Cooperation

Climate Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction
 Climate Mitigation and Sustainable Energy 
Supporting Integrated Climate Change Strategies
Advancing Cross-Sectoral Climate Resilient Livelihoods
Ecosystem-Based Adaptation
Fostering Resilience for Food Security
Climate Resilient Integrated Water Resource and Coastal Management
Community Resilience through Integrated Landscape Management
Promoting Access to Clean and Affordable Energy
Promoting Low-Emission Urban and Transport Infrastructure
Supporting Access to New Finance Mechanisms


UNDP is the UNs largest provider of grant assistance to countries for  climate change action, with over $2.7 billion of grant assistance projects in over 140 developing countries. 
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GCF is the largest source of global climate finance

UNDP starting to implement GCF projects on climate resilience for the poor and vulnerable 
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“Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and natural disasters in all countries”
Disseminating and adopting drought/flood resilient seeds 
Solar irrigation systems
Introducing water saving techniques
Disseminating weather/climate information through mobile platforms
Food Security
Ecosystems
Role of ecosystems in climate risk (mangroves)
Diversity of agriculture species and resilience 
Water/Coastal
Resilient Livelihoods
Diversifying towards climate resilient livelihoods
Improving market access for climate resilient products
Safeguarding critical assets
Enabling space for climate-risk indexed insurance



SDG Target
13.1
UNDP Signature Programs

Resilient infrastructure
Early warning systems
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“Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning”
Integrated Climate Change Strategies
Assisting governments to develop and strengthen policies, institutions, capacities and knowledge for integrated green, carbon, climate resilient development, including financing mechanisms
SDG Target
13.2

NDCs
UNDP supported development of 43 INDCs in developing countries and supports capacities to implement them to achieve goals of he Paris Climate Agreement

Climate Adaptation Plans
Climate change adaptation measures and finance options integrated into national adaptation plans focused on build resilience of development sectors to climate risk

Sustainable Energy Strategies
Elaboration of national sustainable energy policies and strategies that support expansion of renewable energy and energy efficiency actions and results

National Development Plans and SDG strategies
Low-carbon, climate resilient approaches integrated into national planning as a basis for putting countries on green development pathways and achieve both the SDGs and the new Paris Climate Agreement







“Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning and management in least developed countries and small island developing states, including focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized communities”
Livelihoods
Ecosystems
Community Resilience
SDG Target
13.b
UNDP Signature Programs
Food Security
Water/Coastal





Empowering communities to achieve inclusive, resilient and sustainable development
Develop local solutions for environmental management
Women’s producer groups
Small-scale farmers; women
Youth groups participate in agroforestry
Small island developing states




According to mastermatrix:
Projects in all but 1 LDC (Mauritiana)
Projects in 50% of SIDs
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“Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning and management in least developed countries and small island developing states, including focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized communities”

Low-Emission Infrastructure
Finance Mechanisms
Clean Energy
TARGET
13.b
UNDP Signature Programs




Improving energy efficiency
Promoting renewable energy       (solar, wind, hydro)
Providing access 		             (off-grid, on-grid, mini-grid solutions)

Use and supply of energy more environmentally sustainable, affordable and accessible
Low-emission and climate-resilient urban and transport infrastructure

Attract and direct public and private investment towards mitigation and low-carbon development 
Promote climate finance
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Egypt
Adaptation to Climate Change in the Nile Delta 
through Integrated Coastal Zone Management

ISSUE: Due to the concentration of much of Egypt’s infrastructure and development along the low coastal lands and the reliance on the Nile delta for prime agricultural land, coastal inundation or saline intrusion caused by climate change induced sea-level rise will have a direct and critical impact on Egypt’s entire economy. 

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Strengthen regulatory framework and institutional capacity to improve resilience of coastal settlements and development infrastructure; Strengthen policy and institutional framework for integrated coastal zone management; Strategies, measures that facilitate adaptation to climate impacts, SLR in particular

EXPECTED OUTCOMES: Regulatory and institutional framework established for Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) that accounts for risks of SLR; An innovative approach of “Living with the Sea,” a climate smart combination of hard protection and soft measures to coastal adaptation has been introduced, including (1) Managed tidal wetland restoration scheme, (2) Foreshore recharge using maintenance dredged material from ports (3) Sand dune restoration and management scheme
Grant request from SCCF:  	USD 4,000,000
Additional resources mobilized: 	USD12,000,000
Total project cost:			USD16,000,000
Implementing Partner: Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation, Coastal Research Institute, The Egyptian Shore Protection Authority
Thematic Area:				CCA-Coastal Zone Management
Project Beneficiaries:	                  40,000 (direct beneficiaries) 	
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Addressing Climate Vulnerabilities and Risks in 
Vulnerable Coastal Areas of Tunisia 
Grant Requested from SCCF:	 USD 5,250,000
Additional Resources mobilized: USD 54,545,000
Total Project Cost:		 USD 59,795,000  
Implementing Partner:	Ministry of Environment, Coastal Protection and Planning Agency (APAL)	
Thematic Area:			Climate Change and Coastal Management
Project Beneficiaries:  		

ISSUE: Climate change driven SLR poses serious threats to the Tunisian coastal area that contains approximately 70% of the country’s total population, represents 79% of economic activities and 90% of the total housing capacity for tourists
PROPOSED ACTIONS: Institutional capacity to plan for and respond to increasing climate change risks in coastal areas is improved; Regulations and enforcement mechanisms governing coastal land use and EIA strengthened to include climate risks management requirements; Implementation and dissemination of innovative risk reduction measures; Innovative and sustainable economic instruments established to accelerate country-wide adoption and up scaling of proven costal adaptation measures.


EXPECTED IMPACTS: In at least 4 vulnerable coastal regions and municipalities (Northern coast of Tunisia and Djerba), spatial plans (SDA, PAU), zoning regulations and disaster management strategies revised; Controlled extraction and improved management for coastal fresh aquifer implemented in Djerba to prevent saltwater intrusion; Property insurance and fiscal mechanisms designed and introduced amongst 1,000 exposed businesses, households;
Tunisia
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Building Resilience in Agriculture/Water Sectors to 
Adverse Impacts of Climate Change in Sudan
Grant Requested from LDCF:	 USD 3,000,000
Additional Resources mobilized: USD 3,000,000
Total Project Cost:		 	USD 6,000,000  
Implementing Partner:	 Higher Council for Environment 	
Thematic Area:			Climate Change 
Project Beneficiaries:  	21,139 (direct beneficiaries)	

ISSUE: Climate change has significant adverse impacts on the agriculture and water sectors in Sudan. 
PROPOSED ACTIONS: The project will target five critical agro-ecological zones in Sudan and modify current coping strategies that are being undermined by increasing climate variability and reoccurring climatic hazards. Project will introduce, concrete innovative adaptation measures, such as water capture, borehole irrigation, in-situ re-introduction of more stress resistant breeds and crop varieties, sand stabilization and other land management and agronomic techniques.



EXPECTED IMPACTS: Resilience of food production systems and food insecure communities in the face of climate change; Institutional and individual capacities to implement climate risk management responses in the agriculture sector strengthened; A better understanding of lessons learned and emerging best practices captured and up-scaled at the national level; By demonstrating viable and cost-effective adaptation options the project will also assist the government of Sudan to improve its food security policies and address critical social vulnerabilities that often underpin resource-based conflicts, aggravating human security conditions. 
Sudan
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Sudan

Climate Risk Finance for 
Climate Resilient Farming and Pastoral  Systems
Grant Requested from LDCF:	 	USD 5,700,000
Additional Resources mobilized: 	USD 12,200,000
Total Project Cost:		 		USD 17,900,000  
Implementing Partner:	 		Higher Council for Environment 
Thematic Area:					Climate Change Adaptation
Project Beneficiaries:  		

ISSUE: Sudan is one of the driest but also the most variable countries in Africa in terms of rainfall. Food security is mainly determined by rainfall, with the majority of Sudan’s people directly dependent on climate sensitive resources for their livelihoods.  
PROPOSED ACTIONS: Introduce climate risk finance mechanisms to achieve climate resilience of rainfed farmer and pastoral communities in regions of high rainfall variability; Deliver institutional and technical capacity for climate observation, forecasting and early warning at national and local level, and introduce parametric insurance product to promote local adaptation measures and address residual risk in States of high rainfall variability, as well as develop capacities of microfinance institutions to improve credit services to climate risk exposed farmers and pastoralists and finance adaptation measures on the ground.


EXPECTED IMPACTS: Farmers and pastoralists will be able to use insurance to safeguard investments that increase their productivity as well as long-term resilience to climate change. The scheme, combined and delivered with micro-credit operations will help them build wealth and acquire assets needed to allow them to diversify and better absorb the climatic shocks. Local micro-finance institutions will become the delivery channels for adaptation financing at the sub-national and local levels. 
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Crises in the region have served to reverse development gains and are impacting prospects for the region. The vast majority of refugees and displaced populations are hosted by neighboring countries in the region itself; in towns and municipalities rather than camps. 

Most conflict-affected communities are also climate risk hotspots, with issues of climate change and security converging.

The influx of displaced communities adds pressure to ecological carrying capacities and social vulnerabilities of host communities who struggle to share scarce resources like energy, water and land. Furthermore, the protracted nature of the crisis in the region calls for long-term solutions, including the integration of climate and ecological risks into recovery measures. 
UNDP Actions in Conflict-Affected Areas





Occupied Palestinian Territories: solar energy for schools, clinics and orphanages in Gaza. Climate vulnerability assessment for Palestine and support for new climate policy actions

Iraq: assessment of Mosul Dam risks from conflict, and environmental  pressures in Kurdish Region from influx of Iraqi IDPs and Syrian refugees. 

Jordan: mainstreaming sustainable energy solutions and environmental impact assessment processes into National Response Plan to the Syria crisis

Lebanon: clean energy stoves and eco-briquettes for heating; solar energy for lighting and power in refugee host communities in North Lebanon 

Sudan: solar solutions for needs of IDPs in Darfur returning from conflict, following the peace agreement

Yemen: solar energy for rural livelihoods and basic needs of IDPs affected by war and conflict

UNDP Support to Combat Social Vulnerability







Climate Change and Social Vulnerability
Kishan Khoday, UNDP Team Leader in the Arab Region
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